Dear Friend,

T will never For3e£ what it was like 3rowin3 up
with disability in Nigeria.
MJ parents and siblinﬁs qlwq\\js treated me with

love and respect. But sadly, this wasn't the case
fFor many others in my communi{:\\j.

At school, the tedchers would ignore me.
Tl\e\\J'd tell the other students not to speak

to me becduse T was different. My own uncle
tried to kill me b\\j pu{:‘cinj me in d drdin when T
was a baby.

But my Family protected me. They encourqaed Iﬁ
me. And T became determined to do somel:l\ins SPor{: gave me hope that '
with my life. can be whatever T want o bel

Sport wds the bis difference.

T remember the da\\j my Friend invited me to come lift weisl\ts dt the 4ym. At
First T l:l\ousl\l:, T can't do that. But T went qlon3 and tried it.. and T loved it!

When T started doins bench press resularl\\j at the 4ym, T'll ’cell\\,ou, T was
Feelimj s!:rona... and that helped me to Forse’c about my disqbilil:\\j.

Tt was one of the best days of my life when
I found out T qualified as a Paralympian
powerlifter at the 2000 Obmpics. M\\J dad
came home and sdid, "What is this about you
4oing to S\\jdne\\j?"

T was scared he'd be angry that T was leaving.
But when T told him, he walked over with

tedrs in his eyes dnd he held his drm out to
shake my hand.

Sporl: cho\nsed my life more than once.
And this is why T want to grow WheelTalk,
so more kids with disqbilil:\\’, can pe encouraged

I discovered T :
{:l\rou3|\ sPor{: like T have been. eread L could achieve

my dredms dnd pe part of
sow\e{:l\ind that matters.



When I visit schools, T meet some kids who think H\e\g dre d Forso’c’cen part
of the communil:\\j. But T tell students that if T don't make it in life, it's not
my disqbili{:\\j, it's what T do with my disqbilit\\j that matters.

T am so Srq{:eFul to be able to encourdge kids with diSQBili{:\\J dnd 3e’c them out
on the court to play sport, W\d\\jbe For the First time in their lives.

Let me {:ell\\,ou, it's so wonderful to see students with and without disabili{:\\,
all plq\\jins ’cose{:her on the same court.
WheelTalk is so important to chdnde
attitudes about inclusion and disability
amonjsl: these students, their Families, and
the whole communi{:\\,.

We've come so far but we need to do so much
more. And to do that we desperately need
Yyour help to grow the program dnd redch more
students next year.

Most of all we need d new custom van to
cdriy more students and e{uipmen{: dround

the state. We need more staff, team L want to see WheelTalk in
uniforms, o\ccessibili’c\\j ramps, dnd help to 250 schools deross Vietorig
complete work on an dmadzing new Interactive So we can redch more

than 10,000 studentsl

Inclusivi{:\\j App for students to take away.

T kinow WheelTalk is only possible because of

generous people Iike\\jou. Than\\jou so much

For\gour helP. And T promise you, dny 3iF’cJou make l:odq\\j will be liFe-cl\qmsinS
For kids with disability.

With my deeP thanks and respec’c,




