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Students in awareness workshops

STUDENTS from  Horsham
Mol Primary  School  and
Hocsham College paticipated
1 wheelcharr  basketball
clinics Jast week,

The Wiheel Talk Disability
Awarcness Program provides
information o students about
spinal cord injurics and pre-
vention, as well as the range of
sport and reereational oppor-
tunities avaifable o people
living in the community with a
dizability,

World water-skiing cham-
pion  Jason Slecp  fed  the
chinies, where students could
cxpericnce the challenges of
living in a wheelchair through
participating ina short game of
wheelchair baskethall,

Mr Sleep is a paraplegic
alter a guad-bike accident and
competes as a waler-skier and
wheelchatr racer,

He said the most important
part of the program was wam-
ing young people against risky
belaviour.

“It's about having a think
about what you're about to do

FUN: Horsham Morth Pri-
many School student Brand
Chilton.

== 1 ¥ 1e @ young person on
a motorbike going at maxi-
mum speed, doing doughnuts,
back flipping and doing things
you shouldn’t do,"" he said,

1 tell them all about me and
how [hiad an aecident,

al

CHALLENGE: Alox Marsh and Casey Weyburg go for the

ball at the clini,

1 tell them how my life has
been full of nsk, even 1o this
day T take a 1ot of risks and
there have been a lot of broken
bones and so forth,™

Mr Sleep said the students

reacted inoa posilive way and
asked a lot of questions,
“Rome of them were in
shock that somicone could do
this o themaelves,”” he said.

“They asked a lot of ques-

fions, ranging from m
motorhike accident 1o sport
and even marriage-—Dgetalo
of personal questions.™"

Wir Sleep said students pick
cd up wheelchair bazketbal
skille quickly,

We tell them we wan
them to have a lot of fun bu
while for theot it is for an how
and hall, for people like mysel
it's 24 hours, zeven days ¢
week,"" he said,

““We ask them to picture i
from the other side."’

Mr Sleep said it was impaort
ant to make students reabisc
people with disabilities weno
no -different to them.,

“We're not different - ang
wo're not to be looked dowr
upem,” e said.

“We're normal people wi
have foelings like everyom
clze and we [ike to participat
in sport just like everyom
elge””

Adele Hollane




